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Abstract
        


The transformation of alkyl halides into alcohols via a two-step process based on the reaction with DMF catalyzed by Ag(I) salts followed by acid or basic hydrolysis of the intermediate formate ester has been evaluated. The results show that a large variety of primary and some secondary alkyl halides can be transformed efficiently into the corresponding alcohols, making this alkyl halide to alcohol interconversion a valuable alternative to the existing procedures, particularly in molecules with labile functional groups that are generally involved in multistep synthesis.
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[bookmark: RC05105SS-21]21  The more reactive bromide 7 can be directly transformed into the corresponding alcohol by treatment with H2O-CH3NO2/AgBF4. However, the yield of this transformation is significantly lower than that obtained with the DMF-based procedure, due to the formation of substantial amounts of CH3 (CH2)9O(CH2)9CH3 (up to 25%).
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